
REQUIRED NOTES FOR IRRIGATION PLANS: 
 
1. Mulch:  After completion of all planting, all irrigated non-turf areas shall be covered with a 
minimum layer of four (4) inches of mulch to retain water, inhibit weed growth and moderate soil 
temperature. Non-porous material shall not be placed under the mulch. 
 
2. Landscape Water Meter:  A water meter and backflow prevention assembly that are in 
compliance with state code shall be installed for landscape irrigation systems, and the landscape water 
meter and backflow prevention assembly shall be separate from the water meter and backflow 
prevention assembly installed for indoor uses. The size of the meter shall be determined based on 
irrigation demand. 
 
3. Pressure Regulation:  A pressure regulating valve shall be installed and maintained by the 
consumer if the static service pressure exceeds 80 pounds per square inch (psi). The pressure-regulating 
valve shall be located between the landscape water meter and the first point of water use, or first point 
of division in the pipe, and shall be set at the manufacturer’s recommended pressure for sprinklers. 
 
4. Automatic controller:  All irrigation systems shall include an electric automatic controller with 
multiple program and multiple repeat cycle capabilities and a flexible calendar program. All controllers 
shall be equipped with an automatic Rain Shut-off Device. 
 
5. On slopes exceeding 30%, the irrigation system shall consist of Drip Emitters, Bubblers, or 
sprinklers with a maximum Precipitation Rate of 0.85 inches per hour and adjusted sprinkler cycle to 
eliminate Runoff. 
 
6. Each valve shall irrigate a landscape with similar site, slope and soil conditions and plant 
materials with similar watering needs. Turf and non-turf areas shall be irrigated on separate valves. 
 
7. Drip Emitters or a Bubbler shall be provided for each tree where practicable. Bubblers shall not 
exceed 1.5 gallons per minute per device. Bubblers for trees shall be on separate valve unless 
specifically exempted by the Sandy City Public Utilities Department due to the limited number of trees 
on the project site. 
 
8. Sprinklers shall have matched Precipitation Rate with each control valve circuit. 
 
9. Check valves shall be required where elevation differences will cause low-head drainage. 
Pressure compensating valves and sprinklers shall be required where a significant variation in water 
pressure will occur within the irrigation system due to elevation differences. 
 
10. Drip irrigation lines shall be placed underground or otherwise permanently covered, except for 
Drip emitters and where approved as a temporary installation. Filters and end flush valves shall be 
provided as necessary. 
 
11. Irrigation zones with overhead spray or stream sprinklers shall be designed to operate between 
6:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. to reduce water loss from wind and evaporation. This would exclude drip or 
bubbler zones. 
 



12. Program valves for multiple repeat cycles where necessary to reduce runoff, particularly slopes 
and soils with slow infiltration rates. 
 
13. Following construction and prior to release of the secondary bond guarantee posted for the 
project, a Water Use Efficiency Review will be conducted by a Landscape Irrigation Auditor. The auditor 
shall be independent of the contractor, design firm, and owner/developer of the project. The water 
performance audit will verify that the irrigation system complies with the minimum standards required 
by Sandy City ordinance. The minimum efficiency required for the irrigation system is 60% for 
distribution efficiency for all fixed spray systems and 70% distribution efficiency for all rotor systems. 
The auditor shall furnish a certificate to the City, designer, installer and owner/developer certifying 
compliance with the minimum distribution requirements. Compliance with this provision is required 
before the City will release the bond for this project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


